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more...

This month’s sky

Hard Proof: Water on Mars

NASA has again proved that the gazillions of dollars it spends on exotic space expeditions
is well worth every penny spent on it. Phoenix is a joint venture between NASA and The
University of Arizona (..guess why they call it Phoenix..), and a consortium of other US
universities The 350 kg chemistry lab was built at a whopping cost of US$300 million!
Apparently this money is six times bigger than any single grant ever been awarded to the
varsity. In less than a month of operations, Phoenix was able to answer that elusive
question about water existing on Mars, that we thought we knew the answer to but could
never really confirm it.

On the 19" of June 2008, NASA announced that Phoenix had confirmed the presence of
sub-surface water ice on the Martian poles, which over the course of 4 days sublimed to
water vapor. An animation of the ice subliming into vapor can be seen at
http://www.aaadelhi.org/?g=node/16.
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Total Solar Eclipse 2008

Eclipse chasers and astrologers alike, this is the opportunity you've been waiting for all year long. A marvelous
eclipse of the sun on a fine August day....to be more precise its going to happen on August 1 2008. Its going to be
marvelous if you're somewhere in Siberia and don’t mind the cold. Otherwise all you people out there in Delhi will
see a partial phased eclipse. Sorry folks! No totality this year. But don’t be disappointed, next year we get to see a
TOTAL solar eclipse from India on 22" July 2009. (http://www.aaadelhi.org/?g=node/6)

August Eclipse Circumstances: Thanks to NASA’s Fred Espenak once again...Where would we be without him

Coming back to the eclipse If the Siberian chill and the ridiculous air fares does deter you from flying to Central Asia,
you could see a Solar disc from India that looks like someone took a bite out of it! If you really are planning to put
this event on your planner, here is a list of the eclipse circumstances relevant to India
(http://www.aaadelhi.org/?g=node/17) | thought it may be useful for you!

A word of caution though, let me let you know that this eclipse will be somewhere around the middle of the rainy
season, and looking by how this are going these days, you shouldn’t drop that plan to vacation in Goa that you were
making around that time of the year.



Circumstances for Some Places of Interest

Place Eclipse Begins  Greatest Phase Magnitude Eclipse Ends Sunset (1.S.T.)
(1.S.T.) (.S.T.) (.S.T.)

Delhi 16h 03.3m 17h 02.5m 0.624 17h 56.7m 19h 12m
Bangalore 16h 42.4m 17h 26.1m 0.312 18h 07.0m 18h 46m
Chennai 16h 40.9m 17h 25.9m 0.346 18h 07.7m 18h 36m
Mumbai 16h 27.3m 17h 17.3m 0.380 18h 03.5m 19h 14m
Kolkata 16h 18.0m 17h 12.5m 0.637 18h 02.7m 18h 17m

/ $ & "l 0(1)$
& 2 3)) $& /&
)()$/ "$ $ !
* ) ) '$ $ ( $
) ) ' I Il$ /
n $ $ !* ) ) / )$ n $) 3
4% , )9 '5 § I$$&* $
$ $ ,$.8' /& X
64 %) $

As a reminder we'd like to remind you to not look at the sun directly with improvised “solar filters”. Only nutcases like
the author of this article are authorized to do so and do possibly have a retinal burn somewhere in his left eye! Also
regardless of what your local fortune teller says, the only harm that can come out of viewing a solar eclipse is if you
look at the sun directly.

Dude? Where’s our Logo

Ok, I've been a AAAD member for some time now....and its now people tell me that once upon a time we had a logo
that was created by some of our senior bohemians. The logo has been absconding since ages. This elusive logo has
been described as a stout black text with four roman characters, presumably three ‘A’s and one lowercase ‘d’. The
logo also has a tattoo on its right side that looks like a dobsonian telescope.

The Logo is wanted for serious crimes like, loss of letterhead, “identity-card” theft, and more heinous of all....making
me make a new replacement!

If you or any of your friends do see this logo, approach the logo with utmost caution for it may be armed and
extremely dangerous, whatever you do please do not call the local police. They are not trained to handle such
delicate cases. Instead it would be be more safe to contact somebody from the AAAD and they will handle the rest.

In the meanwhile please do use our present logo



This Month’s Sky

Mars and Saturn adorn June's western evening sky. Mars, a relatively tiny nearby world, contrasts nicely with distant,
giant Saturn and its wonderful rings both line up with Regulus in Leo. The king of the planets, Jupiter, rises during
early evening and dominates the sky all night.

On the 30" of June, Mars will pass within about one degree of Regulus, the brightest star of Leo. Mars, which is the
brighter of the two, is to the right. Saturn is just above them.

Saturn and Mars Line Up with Regulus in June

You have been reading Krittika- Web Edition

Krittika is a presentation of the Amateur Astronomers Association Delhi. To contact us email Vidur
(vidur_itm@yahoo.com) or Anurag Garg at the Nehru Planetarium (anu_astro@yahoo.com)
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